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give and not to receive. Formal recognition, however, came to him in 1960 
when Pope John XXIII conferred upon him a knighthood in the Order of St 
Gregory for his exemplary life and his service to the Church. While he 
sought none in his lifetime, his reward is the esteem and admiration in which 
his memory is now held by so many who benefited by his generosity. 

Born in Pietermaritzburg on 2nd April, 1893, Allan Mitchell's formal 
education commenced at Merchiston where he was Dux in 1905. His 
schooling continued at Maritzburg College and in 1910 he attended Natal 
University College as it then was. After active service in the 1914-1916 
campaign in German South West Africa, he returned to his profession of 
accountancy, joining his father in the firm of Mitchell & l1adie. He was 
much loved by the staff there and older members can recall the many happy 
outings when Allan, his sister, May, the staff and the family dogs would take 
a day off into the country. 

As a sportsman, he enjoyed good games of tennis and golf, the latter first 
as a member of the Maritzburg Golf Club when Alexandra Park served as 
the links and later at the Maritzburg Country Club, of which he was a 
foundation member. He was keenly interested, too, in the arts and music 
and was a member for many years of the Pietermaritzburg Philharmonic 
Society. 

All in all, he had many interests in Pietermaritzburg and amongst its 
people. 

Allan Mitchell honoured in every way the traditions of his forefathers. In 
character he was strong, in heart compassionate and in his judgement ever 
sound. He was never moved to anger nor to idle words; his sense of fairness 
was impeccable and his friendship, once given, life long. 

Many distinguished men and women have moved across the Society'S 
stage in the past one hundred and thirty three years but none more 
excellently than Allan Mitchell. He deservedly finds his place in that gallant 
company. 

MICHAEL DALY 

Solomon Levinsohn 
When death comes shortly after retirement, there is added to the sense of 
loss and sadness the regret that so little well-earned rest could be enjoyed. 
Such was the general reaction to the sudden passing in August 1984 of 
Mr Solomon Levinsohn, who had retired as Natal's Director of Education at 
the end of January. 

He had a distinguished academic career, at Maritzburg College where he 
was Dux in 1935, and at the Natal University College. In both these places 
academic achievements were accompanied by sporting honours. Graduation 
was followed by war service with the Natal Carbineers in North Africa and 
commissioned rank as a gunnery instructor. 

Mr Levinsohn's career in the Natal Education Department was also a 
distinguished one. At Newcastle and Dundee he soon established himself as 
a highly successful teacher of Mathematics, and in 1955 a study bursary 
enabled him to investigate and report on the teaching of Mathematics in 
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Britain. Later he was in the forefront of the introduction of new ideas and 
directions in Mathematics teaching in Natal. Principalships and appointment 
to the inspectorate were followed by a move into academic planning and 
later the directorate, where he served as a Deputy for some eight years 
before becoming Director in September 1982. The Natal Education 
Department's way of carrying out the national policy of differentiated 
education bears the imprint of Mr Levinsohn's firm belief in a broad 
formative education up to the end of the senior secondary school. The ideal, 
for example, of a balance between the sciences and humanities or between 
the academic and the more specifically vocational , were constantly in mind 
in his planning of the subject combinations permitted in Natal schools. 

Sol Levinsohn was the child of a Jewish-Afrikaner marriage , and this fact , 
together with his friendly, open nature and his education at English 
institutions, may account for his remarkable ability to be completely at 
home in whatever company he found himself. In the latter part of his career 
his work entailed frequent contact and consultation with other education 
departments, the teachers' societies , elected advisory school committees and 
members of provincial and central government. The frequency with which 
one heard, even before his death, spontaneous and sincere praise from 
beyond this province's borders for Natal's Levinsohn, is an indication of his 
personality and the esteem he enjoyed in his profession. 

Sol Levinsohn was a man of incisive thought, an accomplished speaker 
whose grasp of educational matters usually made notes or script 
unnecessary, a man of absolute integrity, and above all a considerate and 
understanding friend, colleague and superior. Natal may have hoped that 
the greater leisure of retirement would enable him to continue his 
contribution to society in various ways , but this was not to be. 

The final eulogy on Brutus in Julius Caesar is too often quoted in such 
circumstances, and one eschews the temptation here . It is enough to say that 
in his passing we have lost a true gentleman. 

JOHN DEANE 
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